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t this time of the year, we begin to 
think about Passover and what it 
means to us. As we gather with 

family and friends for the Seder , we can 
reflect on how lucky we are to have a home, 
plenty of food and friends and family. 
 This year at JFS, we are seeing more 
families who have been devastated by the 
economy.  These are families who have 
never been in this situation before.  These 
are your neighbors, friends and the parents 
of your childrenôs friends.  They are in all 
neighborhoods.  These people are new to 
poverty and often donôt know what 
resources they can access.  At JFS, we help 
with linkages to resources and low cost 
counseling to help relieve the stress and 
get them back on their feet.  Your dollars 
can help us help your neighbors, your 
relatives, and the people of Ventura County. 
 Your dollars can help us build a 
Senior program, hold a Senior Seder for 
Seniors who may not attend one otherwise. 
Your dollars help us help the boy at the 
middle school who just lost his arm to 
cancer, or the foster child who is suicidal.  
You can help the child who may be sitting 
next to your child in class but is worried 
about his fatherôs job loss or is grieving his 
motherôs death. 
Please reach out and perform the Mitzvah 
of helping your friends and neighbors by 
giving to JFS. 
 
Amy Balchum LCSW Executive Director  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Senior Movie Afternoon 
Jewish Family Service is pleased to  

be a sponsor and a part of this yearôs 

Jewish Film Festival.   

In addition to our sponsorship, 

through a generous donation by Ray and 

Mimi Diller, we are having a Free Pre-

Screening Event for Seniors.  The film will 

be ñYoo Hoo Mrs. Goldbergò. and will be 

shown at Temple Beth Torah on March 7 at 

2 pm.  Refreshments are being generously 

donated by Jem Catering (Kosher Parve) 

Please call Jewish Family Service at 805-

641-6565 to make your reservation and be 

sure to tell your friends!   

At the Pre-screening Event you will 

be able to buy tickets for all the wonderful 

films in the festival if you have not bought 

them already. 

 

Senior Concerns 
Jewish Family Service is in the 

process of developing a Senior Programs 

Division.  In addition to our Senior 

Luncheon program and now our movie, we 

plan to provide more Senior programming 

and services for the Jewish Community in 

Ventura County.  If you have specific 

concerns or needs, please let us know. 

 

 

  A 

MITZVAH  



HANNUKAH SENIOR 

LUNCHEON 

 On December 16, approximately one 

hundred Seniors gathered  for a kosher 

meal, to light the Menorrah and to see a 

demonstration on making olive oil.  Our 

Hannukah luncheon is always fun for 

everyone involved. 

As you can see, the Seniors really 

enjoyed the luncheon and the 

demonstration.  Cheri Dukofsky assisted in 

lighting the Menorrah and Rabbi Latowicz 

performed the blessing.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The JFS Intern Program 

As you have read about in past 

Mitzvahs, JFS has both a counseling clinic 

and a counseling program in the public 

schools in Ventura County.  In both 

programs, MFT Interns provide the majority 

of the services.  In the process of training 

our Interns to provide a very high level of 

service, JFS has developed an Intern 

program that has a reputation throughout 

Southern California for excellence.  MFT 

Interns must have a Masterôs degree in 

counseling and 3,000 hours of experience 

to take the two exams for licensure.  The 

pass rate for those exams is about 55%.  

JFS Interns 

consistently  pass their exams due to their 

high level of expertise.  JFS continues to 

receive praise from the schools for the 

services they provide and the referrals to 

the clinic come from clinics and physicians 

throughout Ventura. 

 JFS also has a strong working 

relationship with the Schools of Social 

Work in Southern California.  We currently 

have CSUN, CSULB and USC Social Work 

students placed with us learning and 

growing. 

 JFS is a provider of Continuing 

Education Credits for MFTs and LCSWs. 

 Sibling Support Groups 

In collaboration with Rainbow Family Resource Center, JFS will be offering Support Groups 

for Siblings of children with disabilities. The groups will be in Ventura and Thousand Oaks. 

For information, contact Amy Balchum at JFS 805-641-6565 ext. 301



Senior Passover Luncheon 
Come to a Seder with  

Rabbi Lisa Hochberg-Miller and Rabbi Michael Lotker 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday March 31, 2010 

At 11:30 pm 
At Temple Beth Torah 

7620 Foothill Rd. Ventura 

RSVP - Jewish Family Service 805-641-6565 

 

This Free Kosher Luncheon is  provided through a generous donation from  

Joel Aaronson and Affordable Living Choices Trust  

 

 

 

                       Ventura County 
Jewish Family Service 



 

Senior Movie Screening 

 
Yoo Hoo Mrs.Goldberg 

The history of "The Goldbergs" -- and the massive appeal and influence of its Jewish American main character 

-- is explored in this fascinating documentary from filmmaker Aviva Kempner. Though she is not a household 

name today, Molly Goldberg -- the indelible creation of writer and performer Gertrude Berg -- was one of the 

most popular characters on radio and television from the 1930s to the '50s. 

 

Sunday, March 7  2 pm  

Temple Beth Torah Meister Hall  

7620 Foothill Rd. Ventura  

 

RSVP- Jewish Family Service  

805-641-6565 

This film is provided at no cost to Seniors through a generous 

donation from Ray and Mimi Diller  

Kosher Refreshments a re being donated by Jem Caterers   

 

JFS is a proud sponsor of the Ventura Jewish Film Festival 



 Your dollars make our programs possible.  Jewish Family Service would like to thank the following 

donors for the period November 20, 2009 through February 8, 2010 

For more information on our programs go to our website, www.jfsvc.org 

Donations to Ventura County Jewish Family Service

   Donations to the Louise Nemerson Memorial Social Work Stipend 

 
Please note that while we strive to be completely accurate, we are human and there are occasional errors.  If your name has been left off or the spelling 

is incorrect, please let us know and a correction will be printed in the next newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: We do not list our donors on the web to protect their privacy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




